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YEAR 9 CURRICULUM

Students are introduced to new and exciting subject offerings, as well as new academic routines. In Year 9 (the
Experiences Program), students undertake more intensive studies across a range of options.

English, Humanities, Languages other than English (LOTE), Mathematics, Health and Physical Education and Science
are compulsory subjects and will be undertaken by all students. There is also an opportunity for students to select
from a suite of electives. Student academic strengths and personal interests will influence subject selection
decisions.

The subjects offered are grouped under the following categories:

i Core
1 Elective
 Additional

Core and Additional subjects are studied by all students, and each student must choose two elective subjects per
semester. Specific information on each subject is contained within this handbook.

Core Subjects
The Core subjects consist of:

English

Health and Physical Education
Humanities

Japanese or Spanish
Mathematics

Science
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Successful completion of the Year 9 Core subjects means students will have a sound base upon which to progress to
Years 10, 11 and 12 subjects.

Additional Subjects
In addition to the Core and Elective subjects described ab 0 0 1 335.23 403.01 TmO g0 G[will)7( )-6(ha)4(ve )-9(a )-3(s0)4(L
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COLLEGE TIMETABLE

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

8.20 8.20 8.20 8.20 8.20
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Consider obtaining a broad and balanced portfolio of subjects. Strengths and interests can change as you mature.
Sensible decisions incorporate a healthy balance across the Learning Areas. Premature specialisation in any one
Learning Area may restrict options in Years 11 and 12.

Pre-requisites

Subject choices for Year 9 may be influenced by
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BUSINESS

If students are considering studying Accounting, Business and/or Economics in the future, they are encouraged to
complete Business in Year 9.

The purpose of Business is to give students an introduction to, and an awareness of, the activities of business. This
subject promotes knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values that will enable students to participate as active and
informed citizens. Significant matters, such as ethics, rights, and social and moral responsibilities will be examined.
Students will be required to exhibit thinking processes, such as problem-solving, flexibility, strategic planning, and
decision-making. They will also be required to gather information about the business world, as well as apply their
knowledge in practical and relevant situations.

Business, by its very nature, is a dynamic and constantly evolving subject. The subject content is designed to
encompass a wide variety of foundation business concepts while remaining flexible enough to incorporate the
continuing developments in the business, economic and technology environments. As a result, students learn to
apply their knowledge in ‘real-world’ circumstances which are current and relevant to them. The course is designed
to encompass the following major topics:

Entrepreneurship.

Intrapreneurship.

Innovation.

Marketing.

The role of Basic Accounting and Finance.

eCommerce and Business.

Economics, Business, and the Local Economy.

Social Responsibility - Business and the Environment.
Business and Globalisation.

International Business and Cross-Cultural Communications.
International Business and Global Markets.

International Business and Governance in a Global Economy.
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BUSL1: Entrepreneurship (Semester One)

Entrepreneurship is a key driver of our economy. Wealth and a vast majority of our jobs are created by small
businesses started by entrepreneurially minded individuals, some of whom go on to create big businesses. People
exposed to entrepreneurship frequently have more opportunity to exercise their creativity, have higher self-esteem,
and a greater sense of control over their lives. As a result, political leaders, economists, businesspeople, and
educators believe that fostering a robust entrepreneurial culture will maximise individual and collective economic
and social success on a local, national, and global scale.

Through the development of a business plan, the development of a website and product prototype, and culminating
in a marketing pitch at the Future Millionaires Expo, students will gain an understanding of the issues and
complexities of starting a business in the local environment.

Topics will include:

1 Ideation of products and services.
f  Business opportunities.

f Target markets.

1 Innovation.
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DESIGN

Design focuses on the practical application of design thinking to envisage creative ideas in response to a design
problem in a complex and sophisticated form of problem solving using divergent and convergent thinking strategies.
Students appreciate and exploit new and innovative ideas to explain how people consider factors that impact on
design decisions and the technologies used to design and produce products, services, and environments for
sustainable living.

Students communicate design ideas, processes, and solutions to a range of audiences, including using digital tools.
Students independently and collaboratively develop and apply production and project management plans, adjusting
processes when necessary. They select and use technologies skilfully and safely to produce designed solutions based
on innovation, enterprise skills and emerging technologies to global preferred futures.

Students will be exposed to a variety of Computer-aided design (CAD), software; some of which include, ArchiCAD,
Sketchup, Adobe Creative Cloud and Solidworks. All provided software is industry standard and available for all
Design students.

DES1: Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Graphic Design (Semester One)

Students will engage with stakeholders and use comprehensive design processes to gain experience of how
designers work using the design process. They will learn about the nature and complexity of design problems
through eyes of an Architect and how to identify and address design criteria based on the principles of good design.
Students will learn about sustainability, design trends and influential design styles and how to analyse and evaluate
their designs using elements and principles of visual design.

Students will devise architectural, landscape and graphic design solutions using divergent thinking strategies with
drawing and digital prototyping skills. They will apply elements and principles of design to create a final solution and
gain knowledge of producing work with Computer Aided Design, (CAD). Students will gain experience using
technologies to construct a scaled model of their final architectural design to be showcased.

DES2: Product Design and Graphic Design (Semester Two)

This course focuses on the application of design thinking to envisage and create products and services in response to
human needs, wants and opportunities. Product and Graphic Design examines influential design styles and trends
within the framework of sustainable design, introducing design through the experience of applying a design process.
Using drawing and prototyping skills, students will produce a sustainable product based on a given design brief.
They will create digital files and assemblage of a product before delivering and communicating a proposal in
response to a given audience. Through this process, students learn about construction methods and gain experience
using technologies as they prototype their final product to be showcased.
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Assessment

Students are required to keep a record of their folio of work in their A3 sleeved display to be scanned and

submitted through D2L drop boxes. There will be three assessable items due for each semester that cover the
following elements:

T Using drawing, analysis, and evaluation to produce a Design Folio.
f Using technical and presentation skills to deliver a Design Proposal.
1 Using hand building skills and technologies to develop a Prototype.
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DIGITAL SOLUTIONS

This subject has several components that will assist with the study of Digital Solutions in Years 11 and 12. Future
Digital Solutions students are encouraged to complete Digital Solutions in Years 9 and 10. There is a strong
academic component involving solving programming-like issues.

We live in a world of rapid technological change. Students who have an awareness and mastery of current
technology will always have an advantage over other students. More importantly, students who can analyse
problems, design solutions, and then use the best technology to implement these solutions, will have a skill that can
be used with any technology.

Digital Solutions allows students to master some of the latest software. It also allows them to master the analytical
thinking and communication skills that are needed to complement this technology. The confidence that students
gain in working with a variety of technologies will assist them to cope with the change that is certain to be a part of
their future.

DIS1: Networks, Data, Cybersecurity and Web Development (Semester One)

Students will study encryption and cybersecurity, encryption and investigate online security. They will collect and
model security threats by using data and data analysis tools. Students will build on their knowledge of website
development from Years 7 and 8 Digital Solutions, and study how to use Javascript to make an interactive website.
Students will study the role of user stories, test cases and design criteria in the development of a mobile application.

Assessments may include:

T Creation of a simple database with graphic representation and analysis of data
1
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DRAMA
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ENGLISH

English is a compulsory subject for all students in Year 9.
Students in Year 9 follow the Australian National Curriculum in English.

English requires students to interact with peers, teachers, individuals, groups, and community members in a range of
face-to-face and online/virtual environments. Students will experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts,
local community, vocational and global contexts. Students will engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They
interpret, create, evaluate, discuss, and perform a wide range of literary texts whose primary purpose is aesthetic, as
well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These include various types of media texts, including newspapers,
film and digital texts, fiction, non-fiction, poetry, dramatic performances, and multimodal texts, with themes and
issues involving levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning and intertextual references. Students develop critical
understanding of the contemporary media, and the differences between media texts.
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ENGLISH AS AN OTHER LANGUAGE

English as an Other Language (EOL) is a subject, which supports English second language students who are
integrated into full mainstream courses. Pupils receive individualised and group tuition, with an emphasis on the
content and editing assistance of set tasks in English as an Additional Language, to develop their English language
skills and their ability to self-edit.

As most assessment is based on written tasks or essays, special attention is given to writing skills, essay planning and
techniques to improve the quality of the students’ writing. Pupils are also given supportive notes to enhance their
understanding of English texts and helped to prepare their set tasks and examinations in English as an Additional
Language to ensure they refer to the relevant criteria and perform to the best of their ability.

Special Equipment and Costs

English as an Other Language tuition is charged at $750 per term for International Students and $325 for Domestic
Students (due to government funding). This cost is significantly less than home tutoring services of the same
duration and expertise. Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 should purchase the ‘English Handbook and Study Guide’,
which is available on the booklist. Students should also have an A4 display folder to organise their EOL handouts.

Assessment

Assessment for English as an Other Language is based on the National Languages and Literacy Institute of Australia
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FILM TELEVISION AND NEW MEDIA

Saint Stephen’s College offers the senior subject Film Television and New Media in Year 11, and it is advisable to
undertake these units if you wish to study the senior subject in the future.

Australia leads the world in the development of media studies as a separate subject for secondary school students.
In Queensland, Media Studies is one of the five strands of the Years 1 to 10 Arts Syllabus.

Media develops a young person’s ability to:

! communicate information and ideas.
use and explore technology.

create for a purpose.

produce for an audience.

work in teams.

persevere through to completion.

be self
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JAPANESE

A LOTE (Languages Other Than English) subject
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is a compulsory subject for all students in Year 9.
Students in Year 9 follow the Australian National Curriculum in Mathematics.

Mathematics

Mathematics plays an integral role in the holistic development of the individual, enabling them to respond
effectively to the demands of a rapidly changing society. Mathematics helps students prepare to face these
challenges by developing higher order thinking processes so they can respond appropriately to the challenges of
unfamiliar situations, different contexts or even conflicting data or information. It also encourages students to
elaborate on their knowledge interpretations through extended communication. Learning mathematics creates
opportunities for, and enriches the lives of, all Australians. It develops the numeracy capabilities that all students
need in their personal, work, and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and
professional applications of mathematics are built.

In recognition of the existing and future challenges facing today’s students, the mathematics courses at Saint
Stephen’s College have been designed to actively encourage students to construct knowledge. This is fundamentally
different from the traditional emphasis on rote learning and reproducing of knowledge. For students to construct
knowledge they need to use skills, such as organisation, synthesis, interpretation, explanation, and evaluation; skills
used extensively in adult life. This sort of student enquiry incorporates three important intellectual activities:
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Assessment

Assessment tasks could include traditional written examinations, practical investigations, oral tasks, written
assignments and/or reports, and ICT tasks.

By the end of Year 9, all students should:

1
1
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appreciate the value of Mathematics and its applications in everyday life.

know and apply concepts, facts, and procedures associated with number, measurement, space, chance and
data, patterns, and algebra, and be able to work reliably and accurately.

be willing to think mathematically to interpret and solve problems and to investigate and explore situations.
be able to effectively communicate mathematics.

be confident, show initiative, creativity and be persisted in the face of initial difficulties.

be well-prepared for the successful study of Mathematics in Year 10.
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MusiC

It is recommended that students be currently learning an instrument/voice or intend to commence during the year.
It is strongly encouraged that students’ study both semesters of Music in Year 9 to ensure on-going skill
development in the areas of performance, composition, and musicology.

The Year 9 Music course focusses on the development of musical literacy, performance, and creativity, which
provide students with an effective foundation for life-long knowledgeable engagement with music. This course
provides many opportunities for cognitive and cultural experiences, as students develop their performing
confidence and learn to compose and analyse music. The content of the Music course includes performance,
composing and engagement with various repertoire through the following units:

MUS1: I’'m with the Band (Semester One)

In this unit, students will participate in hands-
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Pathways

A course of study in Physical Education can establish a basis for further education and employment in human
movement-related fields,
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SCIENCE

Science is a compulsory subject for all students in Year 9.
Students in Year 9 follow the Australian National Curriculum in Science

The Australian Curriculum in Science emphasises inquiry-based teaching and learning. A balanced and engaging
approach to teaching will typically involve context, exploration, explanation, and application. This requires a
context or point of relevance through which students can make sense of the ideas they are learning. Opportunities
for student-led open inquiry will also be provided.

The Saint Stephen's College Science Work Program provides many opportunities for students to develop the valued
attributes of life-long learners. Course content for science covers the main areas of Science understanding (Biology,
Chemistry and Physics), Science inquiry skills and Science as a human endeavour. This provides students with an
introduction into these main areas and a taste of the subject material that will be covered further in Year 10, then
again in the senior levels.

Science is taught primarily through first-hand experiences and has an emphasis on acquiring and practising skills.
Projects undertaken throughout the year allow students to develop their research skills and use technology
appropriately. Science is also concerned with testing ideas and theories against evidence. Thus, it has a key role to
play in developing the ability to draw logical, evidence-based conclusions, use problem-solving strategies and accept
the provisional nature of scientific explanations.

By the end of Year 9, students will be able to use their knowledge to design research questions that can be
investigated using a range of inquiry skills. They will apply their knowledge of science to explain phenomena in the
environment and their own lives and describe how knowledge has developed through the work of scientists. They
will be able to plan experimental procedures, which include the accurate control and measurement of variables.
Students
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VISUAL ART

Students wanting to further their Visual Art studies in senior years are encouraged
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BYOL (BRING YOUR OWN LAPTOP) PROGRAM

All students require a Windows 10 Windows 11 laptop computer.

The College is a Windows environment, devices must be a Windows 10 or Windows 11 device built on hardware
with minimum specifications. Any other type of device, such as an Apple laptop running Windows via BootCamp,
parallels of any other type of virtual environment, or a Linux computer running Windows in a virtual environment is
not suitable. Unsuitable devices or devices running unsuitable operating systems will not be connected to the
network and cannot be used in class. Please do not purchase anything other than a Windows 10 or Windows

0DSWRS WKDW PHHIV WKH VSHFLILFDILRQV IRU XVH DIl 6DLQW BIHSKHQ® &RI0HJH. If you need further advice, please
email Greg Wilkinson, Director of eLearning via elearning@ssc.qld.edu.au.
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Pre-owned computers will experience battery and hardware problems as the computer will be slow and without
necessary specifications. It is imperative that laptops meet the minimum specifications. A laptop must be able to
operate for most of the school day without the need for recharging. The minimum working period should be six
hours. Many laptops have batteries that cannot be removed; however, if the battery has limited life and it can be
removed, it is worth buying a replacement. If a laptop has a battery that is failing, it may indicate that the laptop is
reaching replacement age.

Security

Each student is able to store his/her laptop in a locker during breaks. Laptops should not be left unattended.
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Anti-Virus, Spyware and Malware

Students must have viable and current anti-virus software operating on their laptops. For uniformity, we recommend
the default product that is provided with Windows 10 (Defender) rather than any other free or commercial anti-
virus product. These other products have caused support problems in the past.

Warranty

Please check the conditions of the warranty to ensure the service provided is acceptable. When purchasing a new
computer, some questions you should be asking yourself and the retailer, include:

1 Do
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Hardware Specifications - What needs to be purchased?

Minimum laptop specifications have been outlined to ensure that each student can use his/her laptop efficiently
and effectively in order to maximise potential learning. When purchasing a new computer, it is important to get
one that will meet minimum requirements. Computers that use Atom, Pentium, Celeron, Intel-Core 2 and similar
CPUs may be inexpensive but are not suitable for the learning environment at the College.

CPU (Processor)

Intel i5 or i7 recommended, AMD equivalent acceptable

Screen

Touch screen with battery-powered pen; 11linch minimum with detachable or 360 rotation for
a flat surface

Battery Life

6 hours of continuous use is a minimum.

Memory (RAM)

8GB is the minimum recommended. Of course, more is better.

Operating System

Windows 10 on a Windows 10 device or Windows 11 on a Windows 11 device
(not Apple, Android or Chromebook)

USB Ports

One minimum

Hard Drive

128 GB SSD minimum

Front and Rear Camera

Devices must have front and rear cameras
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