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SENIOR EDUCATION PROFILE 
 
Students in Queensland are issued with a Senior Education Profile (SEP) upon completion of their senior studies. This 
profile may include: 
 

¶ a Statement of Results 
¶ a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
¶ a Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) 

 
For more information about the Senior Education Profile

http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-qualifications/sep
http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-qualifications/sep
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TYPES OF SENIOR SUBJECTS 
 
The QCAA develops four types of senior subject syllabuses - General, Applied, Senior External Examinations and 
Short Courses. Results in General and Applied subjects contribute to the award of a QCE and may contribute to an 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) calculation, although no more than one result in an Applied subject can be 
used in the calculation of a studentès ATAR. 
 
Extension subjects are extensions of the related General subjects and are studied either concurrently with, or after, 
Units 3 and 4 of the General courses. Typically, it is expected that most students will complete these courses across 
Years 11 and 12. All subjects build on the Preparatory to Year 10 Australian Curriculum. 
 
General Syllabuses 
 

General syllabuses are suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary schooling that lead 
primarily to tertiary studies and to pathways for vocational education and training and work. General subjects include 
Extension subjects. 
 
Applied Syllabuses 
 

Applied syllabuses are suited to students who are primarily interested in pathways beyond senior secondary schooling 
that lead to vocational education and training or work. 

http://www.education.gov.au/australian-core-skills-framework
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Applied Syllabuses  
 

In addition to literacy and numeracy, applied syllabuses are underpinned by: 
 

¶ Applied Learning - the acquisition and application of knowledge, understanding and skills in real-world or 
lifelike contexts. 

¶ Community Connections - the awareness and understanding of life beyond school through authentic, real-
world interactions by connecting classroom experience with the world outside the classroom. 

¶ Core Skills for Work - the set of knowledge, understanding and non-technical skills that underpin successful 
participation in work. 

 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

 

¶ Student achievement in accredited vocational education training (VET) modules is based on industry-
endorsed competency standards and is recorded on the Senior Statement. The modules are recognised 
within the Australian Quality Training Framework (AQTF), and this may give advanced standing towards 
and/or credit on entry into higher-level courses at TAFE institutes and other Registered Training Organisations 
(RTOs). 

¶ Students who successfully complete higher-level Certificate courses (level 3 and above) may use this as a 
stand-alone rank score which may then be used to apply for entry into tertiary courses for which other pre-
requisites are met. 

 
School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SATs) 

 

¶ School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SATs) allow students who are generally in Years 11 and 12 
to undertake a combination of school and paid employment while working towards completing a nationally 
recognised qualification. This pathway also provides valuable points towards the QCE. Any student interested 
in undertaking a SATs pathway must seek further information from the Careerès Advisor. 
 

¶ Apprenticeships and Traineeships are a legally binding formal agreement that combine on and off the job 
learning requirements. A training Contract is completed by all parties, including the student, a parent or legal 
guardian if the student is under 18 years of age, and the employer. When students sign this contract, they are 
agreeing to its terms and conditions.  All Apprenticeships and Traineeships come with a probation period. It is 
a legal requirement to be signed by an Australian Apprenticeship Centre representative. 
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Instrument-specific Marking Guides 
 

Each syllabus provides instrument-specific marking guides (ISMGs) for summative internal assessments. 
 
The ISMGs describe the characteristics evident in student responses and align with the identified assessment 
objectives. Assessment objectives are drawn from the unit objectives and are contextualised for the requirements of 
the assessment instrument. 
 
The College cannot change or modify an ISMG for use with summative internal assessment. As part of quality 
teaching and learning, the College will discuss ISMGs with students to help them understand the requirements of an 
assessment task. 
 
External Assessment 
 

External assessment is summative and adds valuable evidence of achievement to a studentès profile. External 
assessment is: 
 

¶ common to all schools. 
¶ administered under the same conditions at the same time and on the same day. 
¶ developed and marked by the QCAA according to a commonly applied marking scheme. 
 
The external assessment contributes a determined percentage (see specific subject guides - assessment) to the 
studentès overall subject result and is not privileged over summative internal assessment. 
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APPLIED SYLLABUSES (SUBJECTS)  
 
Structure
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Summative Internal Assessment - Instrument-specific Standards 
 

The Essential English and Essential Mathematics syllabuses provide instrument-specific standards for the three 
summative internal assessments in Units 3 and 4. 
 
The instrument-specific standards describe the characteristics evident in student responses and align with the 
identified assessment objectives. Assessment objectives are drawn from the unit objectives and are contextualised for 
the requirements of the assessment instrument. 
 
Senior External Examinations 
 

A Senior External Examination syllabus sets out the aims, objectives, learning experiences and assessment 
requirements for each of these subjects. Results are based solely on studentsè demonstrated achievement in 
examinations. Work undertaken before an examination is not assessed.  
 
The Senior External Examination is for: 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/see
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/sep-calendar
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 SUBJECTS OFFERED 
 
The College will not be able to provide for every possible combination of electives from our suite of offerings
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SENIOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING (SET) PLAN 
 
The Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan is a confidential document that students develop in consultation with 
their parents/guardians and the College. A SET Plan is designed to map studentsè individual learning pathway through 
the senior phase of learning (Years 11 and 12). The SET Plan: 
 

¶ includes flexible and coordinated pathway options. 
¶ assists in examining learning options across education, training, and employment sectors. 
¶ helps make decisions about learning pathways. 
¶ helps communicate with personnel from the College about learning pathways. 

 
Students are currently in the process of developing a Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan. The SET Plan helps 
students structure their learning around their abilities, interests, and ambitions. Students will map out what, where 
and how they will study during their senior phase of learning. The SET Plan needs to be agreed to by students, their 
parents/guardians, and the College.  
 
SET Plan Interviews 
 

SET Plan Interviews are conducted by several key staff at the College.  Parents and students are notified of interview 
dates and venues at the Subject Information Evening. Parents can help by: 
 

¶ attend Student Academic Review Meetings and SET Plan Interviews. 
¶ refer to the SET Plan and identified goals regularly and reflect on progress. 
¶ communicate regularly with teaching staff and assist students with investigating career options. 
¶ support students in working towards SET Plan goals. 

 
Pre-Requisites for University and College Courses 
 

All Year 10 students will be issued with the QTAC booklet çTertiary Pre-requisites 2026è. This is a summary of 
selection criteria for entry to Universities, TAFE Queensland and Colleges. Pre-requisite subjects for courses to be 
offered at the respective universities in 2026 are listed in the handbooks referred to above; however, the following 
general points should be noted. 
 

¶ each institution has its own list of pre-requisite subjects which may differ between institutions. 
¶ English is a pre-requisite for almost all tertiary courses. 
¶ Mathematics and Science subjects are most listed as pre-requisites; however, a variety of other subjects are 

also mentioned. 
¶ while some subjects are not listed as pre-requisites, progress at university will be significantly less demanding 

if they have been studied in Years 11 and 12. 
¶ QUT has an çAssumed Knowledgeè scheme, which replaces formal subject pre-requisites for course entry. 
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COLLEGE TIMETABLE  
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ACCOUNTING 
 

Accounting provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of the essential role of organising, 
analysing, and communicating financial data and information in the successful performance of any organisation. 
 
Students will learn fundamental accounting concepts to understand accrual accounting, accounting, and 
administrative internal controls, preparing internal financial reports, ratio analysis and interpretation of internal and 
external financial reports. They will synthesise financial data and other information, evaluate accounting practices, 
solve authentic accounting problems, make decisions, and communicate recommendations. 
 
Students will develop numerical, literacy, technical, financial, critical thinking, decision-making and problem-solving 
skills. They will 
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BIOLOGY 
 

Biology provides opportunities for students to engage with living systems. Students will develop their understanding of 
cells and multicellular organisms. They will engage with the concept of maintaining the internal environment and 
study biodiversity and the interconnectedness of life. This knowledge is linked with the concepts of heredity and the 
continuity of life. 
 
Students will learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, experimentation, 
problem-solving and research skills), understand how it works and how it may impact society. They will develop their 
sense of wonder and curiosity about life; respect for all living things and the environment; understanding of biological 
systems, concepts, theories and models; appreciation of how biological knowledge has developed over time and 
continues to develop; a sense of how biological knowledge influences society. Students will plan and carry out 
fieldwork, laboratory and other research investigations; interpret evidence; use sound, evidence-based arguments 
creatively and analytically when evaluating claims and applying biological knowledge; and communicate biological 
understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using appropriate representations, modes and genres. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:  
 

¶ describe and explain scientific concepts, theories, models and systems and their limitations. 
¶ apply understanding of scientific concepts, theories, models, and systems within their limitations. 
¶ analyse and interpret evidence. 
¶ investigate phenomena. 
¶ evaluate processes, claims and conclusions. 
¶ communicate understandings, findings, arguments, and conclusions. 

 
Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 
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DRAMA 
 

Drama fosters creative and expressive communication. It interrogates the human experience by investigating, 
communicating, and embodying stories, experiences, emotions, and ideas that reflect the human experience. It 
engages students in imaginative meaning-making processes and involves them using a range of artistic skills as they 
make and respond to dramatic works. Students will experience, reflect on, understand, communicate, collaborate, 
and appreciate different perspectives of themselves, others, and the world in which they live. They will learn about 
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ECONOMICS 
 

Economics encourages students to think deeply about the global challenges facing individuals, business, and 
government, including how to allocate and distribute scarce resources to maximise well-being. 
 
Students will develop knowledge and cognitive skills to comprehend, apply analytical processes and use economic 
knowledge. They will examine data and information to determine validity and consider economic policies from 
various perspectives. They will use economic models and analytical tools to investigate and evaluate outcomes to 
draw conclusions.  
 
Students will study opportunity costs, economic models and the market forces of demand and supply. They will 
dissect and interpret the complex nature of international economic relationships and the dynamics of Australiaès place 
in the global economy. They will develop intellectual flexibility, digital literacy, and economic thinking skills. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ comprehend economic concepts, principles and models. 
¶ select data and economic information from sources. 
¶ analyse economic issues. 
¶ evaluate economic outcomes. 
¶ create responses that communicate economic meaning. 

 
Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Markets and Models 
 

¶ The basic economic 
problem 

¶ Economic flows 
¶ Market forces 
 

Modified Markets 
 

¶ Markets and efficiency 
¶ Case options of market 
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ENGLISH 
 

English focuses on the study of both literary and non-literary texts, developing students as independent, innovative, 
and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of language, analyse perspectives and evidence, 
and challenge ideas and interpretations through the analysis and creation of varied texts. Students are offered 
opportunities to interpret and create texts for personal, cultural, social, and aesthetic purposes. They will learn how 
language varies according to context, purpose and audience, content, modes, and mediums, and how to use it 
appropriately and effectively for a variety of purposes. Students will have opportunities to engage with diverse texts to 
help them develop a sense of themselves, their world, and their place in it.  
 
Students will communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for the purposes of responding to and creating 
texts. They will make choices about generic structures, language, textual features, and technologies for participating 
actively in literary analysis and the creation of texts in a range of modes, mediums, and forms, for a variety of 
purposes and audiences. They will explore how literary and non-literary texts shape perceptions of the world and 
consider ways in which texts may reflect or challenge social and cultural ways of thinking and influence audiences. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ use patterns and conventions of genres to achieve purposes in cultural contexts and social situations. 
¶ establish and maintain roles of the writer/speaker/signer/designer and relationships with audiences. 
¶ create and analyse perspectives and representations of concepts, identities, times, and places. 
¶ make use of and analyse the ways cultural assumptions, attitudes, values, and beliefs underpin texts and 

invite audiences to take up positions. 
¶ use aesthetic features and stylistic devices to achieve purposes and analyse their effects in texts. 
¶ select and synthesise subject matter to support perspectives. 
¶ organise and sequence subject matter to achieve purposes. 
¶ use cohesive devices to emphasise ideas and connect parts of texts. 
¶ make language choices for purposes and contexts. 
¶ use grammar and language structures for purposes. 
¶ use mode-appropriate features to achieve purposes. 

 
Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Perspectives and Texts 
 

¶ Examining and creating 
perspectives in texts. 

¶ Responding to a variety of 
non-literary and literary 
texts. 

¶ Creating responses for 
public audiences and 
persuasive texts. 

 

Texts and Culture 
 

¶ Examining and shaping 
representations of culture in 
texts. 

¶ Responding to literary and 
non-literary texts, including 
a focus on Australian texts. 

¶ Creating imaginative and 
analytical texts. 

Textual Connections 
 

¶ Exploring connections 
between texts. 

¶ Examining different 
perspectives of the same 
issue in texts and shaping 
own perspectives. 

¶
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Assessment 
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Assessment 
 

The College assessments in Units 1 and 2 suit their local context.  In Units 3 and 4, students complete four summative 
assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 
Students will also receive an overall subject result (AãE). 

Summative Assessments 

Unit 3 Unit 4 
 

Summative Internal Assessment 1 (IA1) 
Extended Response ã Analytical Written Response  

 
25% 

Summative Internal Assessment 3 (IA3) 
Extended Response ã Imaginative 
Spoken/Multimodal Response 

 
25% 

Summative Internal Assessment 2 (IA2) 
Extended Response ã Persuasive Spoken Response 25% 

Summative External Assessment 4 (IA4) 
Examination ã Analytical Extended Response 25% 
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ENGLISH AS AN OTHER LANGUAGE 
 
English as an Other Language (EOL) is a subject, which supports English second language students who are 
integrated into full mainstream courses. Pupils receive individualised and group tuition, with an emphasis on the 
content and editing assistance of set tasks in English as an Additional Language, to develop their English language skills 
and their ability to self-edit. 
  
As most assessment is based on written tasks or essays, special attention is given to writing skills, essay planning and 
techniques to improve the quality of the students' writing. Pupils are also given supportive notes to enhance their 
understanding of English texts and helped to prepare their set tasks and examinations in English as an Additional 

integrated into
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ENGLISH – ESSENTIAL (APPLIED) 
 

Essential English develops and refines studentsè understanding of language, literature, and literacy to enable them to 
interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, community and social contexts. Students recognise 
language and texts as relevant in their lives now and in the future and learn to understand, accept, or challenge the 
values and attitudes in these texts. Students will engage with language and texts to foster skills to communicate 
confidently and effectively in Standard Australian English in a variety of contemporary contexts and social situations, 
including every day, social, community, further education, and work-related contexts. They will choose generic 
structures, language, language features and technologies to best convey meaning. They will develop skills to read for 
meaning and purpose, and to use, critique and appreciate a range of contemporary literary and non-literary texts.  
Students will 
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ENGLISH - LITERATURE 
 

Literature focuses on the study of 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (APPLIED) 
 

The subject Information and Communication Technology (ICT) focuses on the knowledge, understanding and skills 
related to engagement with information and communication technology through a variety of elective contexts derived 
from work, study and leisure environments of today.  

The subject Information and Communication Technology is concerned with skills in applying knowledge of ICT to 
produce solutions to simulated problems referenced to business, industry, government, education and leisure 
contexts. Through practice in problem-solving in a variety of contexts, both individually and collaboratively, it 
promotes adaptable, competent and self-motivated users and consumers of ICT who can work with clients and 
colleagues to identify issues and solve problems.  

 
Objectives  
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students should: 
 

¶ identify and explain hardware and software requirements related to ICT problems.  
¶ identify and explain the use of ICT in society.  
¶ analyse ICT problems to identify solutions. 
¶ communicate ICT information to audiences using visual representations and language conventions and 

features. 
¶ apply software and hardware concepts, ideas and skills to complete tasks in ICT contexts.  
¶ synthesise ICT concepts and ideas to plan solutions to given ICT problems. 
¶ produce solutions that address ICT problems. 

 
Structure 
 

Modules 1 to 4 constitute Unit 1 and Unit 2 of this course, and Modules 5 and 6 are Units 3 and 4. 
 

 

Module 1: Graphic Design Module 2: Web Development Module 3: Mobile Applications  
 

Students will use basic image 
manipulation techniques to produce 
digital images using appropriate 
hardware and software for a particular 
context. Students will employ practices 
to ensure the ethics, security and safety 
of the user when engaging in image 
manipulation. Students will identify 
emerging trends in online communities 
and use data management techniques 
to enable access, storage, security and 
organisation of information. 
 

 

Students will plan and produce a 
multimedia website to solve a 
technical problem. Students will apply 
best practice by synthesising W3C 
web standards, current trends and 
accessibility guidelines. Students will 
use navigation and visual hierarchy 
principles and techniques to organise 
website data. 

 

Students will identify and examine 
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Assessment 
 

The College assessments in Units 1 and 2 suit the local context. In Units 3 and 4, students complete four summative 
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JAPANESE 
 

Japanese provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the Japanese language and the 
communities that use it, while also assisting in the effective negotiation of experiences and meaning across cultures 
and languages. Students will participate in a range of interactions in which they exchange meaning, develop 
intercultural understanding, and become active participants in understanding and constructing written, spoken, and 
visual texts. 
 
Students will communicate with people from Japanese-speaking communities to understand the purpose and nature 
of language and to gain understanding of linguistic structures. They will acquire language in social and cultural settings 
and communicate across a range of contexts for a variety of purposes.  
 
Students will experience and evaluate a range of different text types; re-organise their thinking to accommodate other 
linguistic and intercultural knowledge and textual conventions; and create texts for a range of contexts, purposes, 
and audiences. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ comprehend Japanese to understand information, ideas, opinions, and experiences. 
¶ identify tone, purpose, context, and audience to infer meaning, values, and attitudes. 
¶ analyse and evaluate information and ideas to draw conclusions and justify opinions, ideas, and perspectives. 
¶ apply knowledge of Japanese language elements, structures, and textual conventions to convey meaning 

appropriate to context, purpose, audience, and cultural conventions. 
¶ structure, sequence and synthesise information to justify opinions, ideas, and perspectives. 
¶ use strategies to maintain communication and exchange meaning in Japanese. 
 

Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

─ↄ╠⇔ 

My World 
 

¶ Family/carers and friends. 
¶ Lifestyle and leisure. 
¶ Education. 

─╕╦╡ 

Exploring Our World 
 

¶ Travel. 
¶ Technology and media. 
¶ The contribution of 

Japanese culture to the 
world. 

 

─  

Our Society 
 

¶ Roles and relationships. 
¶ Socialising and connecting 

with my peers. 
¶ Groups in society. 

─  

My Future 
 

¶ Finishing secondary school, 
plans and reflections. 

¶ Responsibilities and moving 
on. 

 
Pathways 
 

A course of study in Japanese can establish a basis for further education and employment in many professions and 
industries, particularly those where the knowledge of an additional language and the intercultural understanding it 
encompasses could be of value, such as business, hospitality, law, science, technology, sociology, and education. 
 
Assessment 
 

The College assessments in Units 1 and 2 suit their local context. In Units 3 and 4, students complete four summative 
assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 
Students will also receive an overall subject result (AãE). 

Summative Assessments 

Unit 3 Unit 4 
Summative Internal Assessment 1 (IA1):  
Examination - Short Response 15% 

 
Summative Internal Assessment 3 (IA3):  
Extended Response 

 

30% 
Summative Internal Assessment 2 (IA2):  
Examination - Combination Response  
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LEGAL STUDIES 
 

Legal Studies focuses on the interaction between society and the discipline of law and explores the role and 
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MATHEMATICS – ESSENTIAL (APPLIED) 
 

Essential Mathematicsè major domains are Number, Data, Location and Time, Measurement and Finance. Essential 
Mathematics benefits students because they develop skills that go beyond the traditional ideas of numeracy.  
 
Students develop their conceptual understanding when they undertake tasks that require them to connect 
mathematical concepts, operations and relations. They learn to recognise definitions, rules and facts from everyday 
mathematics and data, and to calculate using appropriate mathematical processes. Students interpret and use 
mathematics to make informed predictions and decisions about personal and financial priorities. This is achieved 
through an emphasis on estimation, problem-solving and reasoning, which develops students into thinking citizens.  
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ select, recall, and use facts, rules, definitions, and procedures drawn from Number, Data, Location and Time, 
Measurement and Finance. 

¶ comprehend mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Number, Data, Location and Time, 
Measurement and Finance. 

¶ communicate using mathematical, statistical, and everyday language and conventions. 
¶ evaluate the reasonableness of solutions. 
¶ justify procedures and decisions by explaining mathematical reasoning. 
¶ solve problems by applying mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from number, data, location and 

time, measurement, and finance. 
 

Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Number, Data and Graphs 
 

¶ Fundamental topic: 
Calculations 
¶ Number 
¶ Representing data 
¶ Graphs  

Money, Travel and Data 
 

¶ Fundamental topic: 
Calculations 
¶ Managing money 
¶ Time and motion  
¶ Data collection 

Measurement, Scales and 
Data 
 

¶ Fundamental topic: 
Calculations 
¶ Measurement  
¶ Scales, plans and models  
¶ Summarising and 

comparing data 
 

Graphs, Chance and Loans 
 

¶ Fundamental topic: 
Calculations 
¶ Bivariate graphs  
¶ Probability and relative 

frequencies 
¶ Loans and compound 

interest  

 
Pathways 
 

A course of study in Essential Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of 
trade, industry, business, and community services. Students learn within a practical context related to general 
employment and successful participation in society, drawing of the mathematics used by various professional and 
industry groups. 
 
Assessment 
 

The College assessments in Units 1 and 2 suit their local context.  In Units 3 and 4, students complete four summative 
assessments. Schools develop three summative internal assessments, and the common internal assessment (ICIA) is 
developed by the QCAA. 

Summative Assessments 

Unit 3 Unit 4 
Summative Internal Assessment 1 (IA1):  
Problem-solving and Modelling Task  

Summative Internal Assessment 3 (IA3):  
Problem-solving and Modelling Task  

Summative Internal Assessment 2 (IA2):  
Common Internal Assessment (CIA) 

Summative Internal Assessment (IA4):  
Examination  
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MATHEMATICS - GENERAL 
 

General Mathematicsè major domains are Number and algebra, Measurement and geometry, Statistics, and Networks 
and matrices, building on the content of the Preparatory to Year 1
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
 

Mathematical Methodsè major domains are Algebra, Functions, relations and their graphs, Calculus and Statistics.  
Mathematical Methods enables students to see the connections between mathematics and other areas of the 
curriculum and apply their mathematical skills to real-world problems, becoming critical thinkers, innovators and 
problem-solvers.  
 
Students will learn topics that are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication, complexity and 
connection, and build on algebra, functions and their graphs, and probability from the Preparatory to Year 10 
Australian Curriculum. Calculus is essential for developing an understanding of the physical world. The domain 
Statistics is used to describe and analyse phenomena involving uncertainty and variation. Both are the basis for 
developing effective models of the world and solving complex and abstract mathematical problems.  
 
Students will develop the ability to translate written, numerical, algebraic, symbolic and graphical information from 
one representation to another. They will make complex use of factual knowledge to successfully formulate, represent 
and solve mathematical problems. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ select, recall and use facts, rules, definitions and procedures drawn from Algebra, Functions, relations and 
 their graphs, Calculus and Statistics. 
¶ comprehend mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Algebra, Functions, relations and their 
 graphs, Calculus and Statistics. 
¶ communicate using mathematical, statistical and everyday language and conventions. 
¶ evaluate the reasonableness of solutions. 
¶ justify procedures and decisions by explaining mathematical reasoning. 
¶ solve problems by applying mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Algebra, Functions, relations 
 and their graphs, Calculus and Statistics. 

Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Algebra, Statistics, Functions 
 

¶ Arithmetic and geometric 
sequences and series 1. 

¶ Functions and graphs. 
¶ Counting and probability. 
¶ Exponential functions 1. 
¶ Arithmetic and geometric 

sequences. 

Calculus/Further Functions 
 

¶ Exponential functions 2. 
¶ The logarithmic function 1. 
¶ Trigonometric functions 1. 
¶ Introduction to differential 

calculus. 
¶ Further differentiation and 

applications 1. 
¶ Discrete random variables 

1. 

Further Calculus 
 

¶ The logarithmic function 2. 
¶ Further differentiation and 

applications 2. 
¶ Integrals. 

Further Functions/Statistics 
 

¶ Further differentiation and 
applications 3. 

¶ Trigonometric functions 2. 
¶ Discrete random variables 

2. 
¶ Continuous random 

variables and the normal 
distribution. 

¶ Interval estimates for 
proportions. 
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Assessment 
 

The College assessments in Units 1 and 2 suit their local context. In Units 3 and 4, students complete four summative 
assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 
Students will also receive an overall subject result (AãE). 

Summative Assessments 

Unit 3 Unit 4 
Summative Internal Assessment 1 (IA1) 
Problem-solving and Modelling Task 20% 

 
Summative Internal Assessment 3 (IA3) 
Examination 

 
15% 

Summative Internal Assessment 2 (IA2) 
Examination 15% 

Summative External Assessment (EA) ã Examination 50% 
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MATHEMATICS - SPECIALIST 
 
Specialist Mathematics is to be undertaken in conjunction with, or on completion of, Mathematical Methods. 
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MUSIC 
 

Music fosters creative and expressive communication. It allows students to develop musicianship through making 
(composition and performance) and responding (musicology). Through composition, performance and musicology, 
students will use and apply music elements and concepts. They will apply their knowledge and understanding to 
convey meaning and/or emotion to an audience. Students will use essential literacy skills to engage in a multimodal 
world. They will demonstrate practical music skills and analyse and evaluate music in a variety of contexts, styles, and 
genres. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ demonstrate technical skills. 
¶ explain music elements and concepts. 
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PHILOSOPHY AND REASON 
 
Philosophy and Reason provides opportunities for students to investigate philosophical ideas that have shaped and 
continue to influence contemporary society, including what it means to be human, how we understand the role of 
reason in our individual and collective lives and how we think about and care for each other and the world around 
us. Students recognise the relevance of various philosophies to different political, ethical, religious, and scientific 
positions.  
 
Students will learn to understand and use reasoning to examine and analyse classical and contemporary ideas and 
issues, make rational arguments, espouse viewpoints, and engage in informed discourse. They will analyse arguments 
from a variety of sources and contexts, formalise arguments and choose appropriate techniques of reasoning to solve 
problems.  
 
Students will develop skills essential to informed participation in the 21st century, such as analysis, evaluation and 
justification, and an appreciation of the values of inquiry such as precision, accuracy, clarity and credibility, and 
collaboration and communication. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ define and use terminology. 
¶ explain concepts, methods, principles, and theories. 
¶ interpret and analyse arguments, ideas, and information. 
¶ organise and synthesise ideas and information to construct arguments. 
¶ evaluate claims and arguments inherent in theories, views, and ideas. 
¶ create responses that communicate meaning to suit purpose. 

 
Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Fundamentals of Reason 
 

The learning consists of the 
fundamental concept, skills, 
knowledge and understanding 
of the discipline of 
philosophy. There are no 
discrete units in this topic. 
 

Reason in Philosophy 
 

¶ Philosophy of religion 
¶ Philosophy of science 
¶ Philosophy of mind. 

Moral Philosophy and 
Schools of Thought 
 

¶ Moral philosophy 
¶ Philosophical schools of 

thought 
 

Social and Political 
Philosophy 
 

¶ Rights 
¶ Political philosophy 
 

 
Pathways 
 

A course of study in Philosophy and Reason can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields 
of business, communication, ethics, journalism, law, politics, professional writing, psychology, science research and 
teaching. 
 
Assessment 
 

The College assessments in Units 1 and 2 suit their local context. In Units 3 and 4, students complete four summative 
assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 
Students will also receive an overall subject result (AãE). 
 
Summative Assessments 
 

Unit 3 Unit 4 
Summative Internal Assessment 1 (IA1):  
Examination - Extended Response 25% 

 
Summative Internal Assessment 3 (IA3):  
Extended Response - Analytical Essay 

 

25% Summative Internal Assessment 2 (IA2):  
Extended Response - Analytical Essay 25% 

Summative External Assessment (EA) - Examination - Extended Response 25% 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Physical Education provides students with knowledge, understanding and skills to explore and enhance their own and 
othersè health and physical activity in diverse and changing contexts. Physical Education provides a philosophical and 
educative framework to promote deep learning in three dimensions: about, through and in physical activity contexts. 
Students will optimise their engagement and performance in physical activity as they develop an understanding and 
appreciation of the interconnectedness of these dimensions. Students will learn how body and movement concepts 
and the scientific bases of biophysical, sociocultural, and psychological concepts and principles are relevant to their 
engagement and performance in physical activity. They will engage in a range of activities to develop movement 
sequences and movement strategies. Students will learn experientially through three stages of an inquiry approach to 
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PHYSICS 
 

Physics provides opportunities for students to engage with classical and modern understandings of the universe. 
Students will learn about the fundamental concepts of thermodynamics, electricity, and nuclear processes; and about 
the concepts and theories that predict and describe the linear motion of objects. Further, they will explore how 
scientists explain some phenomena using an understanding of waves. They will engage with the concept of 
gravitational and electromagnetic fields and the relevant forces associated with them. They study modern physics 
theories and models that, despite being counterintuitive, are fundamental to our understanding of many common 
observable phenomena. Students will develop appreciation of the contribution physics makes to society: 
understanding that diverse natural phenomena may be explained, analysed, and predicted using concepts, models 
and theories that provide a reliable basis for action; and that matter and energy interact in physical systems across a 
range of scales. They will understand how models and theories are refined, and new ones developed in physics; 
investigate phenomena and solve problems; collect and analyse data; and interpret evidence. Students will use 
accurate and precise measurement, valid and reliable evidence, scepticism, and intellectual rigour to evaluate claims; 
and communicate physics understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using appropriate representations, 
modes, and genres. Students will learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, 
experimentation, problem solving and research skills), understand how it works and how it may impact society. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 
 

¶ describe and explain scientific concepts, theories, models and systems and their limitations. 
¶ apply understanding of scientific concepts, theories, models, and systems within their limitations. 
¶ analyse and interpret evidence and investigate phenomena. 
¶ evaluate processes, claims and conclusions.
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SPANISH 
 
Spanish provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the Spanish language and the 
communities that use it, while also assisting in the effective negotiation of experiences and meaning across cultures 
and languages. Students will participate in a range of interactions in which they exchange meaning, develop 
intercultural understanding, and become active participants in understanding and constructing written, spoken and 
visual texts. 
 
Students will communicate with people from Spanish-speaking communities to understand the purpose and nature of 
language and to gain understanding of linguistic structures. They will acquire language in social and cultural settings 
and communicate across a range of contexts for a variety of purposes. Students will experience and evaluate a range 
of different text types; reorganise their thinking to accommodate other linguistic and intercultural knowledge and 
textual conventions; and create texts for a range of contexts, 
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Assessment 
 

The College assessments in Units 1 and 2 suit their local context. In Units 3 and 4, 
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VET 
 
The following VET courses are offered at the College. 
 
Business – Diploma 

 

Students completing this nationally recognised Diploma will receive an umbrella view of the Business Industry. This 
qualification opens to pathways across many fields including Human Resources, Marketing, Banking, Retail, 
Accounting, Information Technology and Small Business. Delivered in partnership with Barrington College, students 
receive industry focused learning to prepare them to realise their career goals. Completing this Diploma of Business, 
students will develop skills to gain employment. 

 
Completing this Diploma of Business will earn students 8 QCE points. This Diploma of Business can contribute to a 
studentès final exit result, as they can supplement their Senior Pathway with a VET option and are encouraged to see 
the College Careerès Advisor for further details. Furthermore, the Diploma is a valuable contribution to Tertiary 
Entrance. At time of print, Griffith University and Queensland University of Technology have acknowledged that they 
will award an ATAR equivalent rank of 87 for a successful completion of this Diploma. Course options are varied. 
This is subject to change at the decision of the University and other institutions may provide such information in the 
future. 

 
Fitness/Musical Theatre – Certificate IV 

 

Students completing the Fitness course successfully will be eligible for registration with Fitness Australia as a Personal 
Trainer. These courses can contribute to a studentès final exit result, as they can supplement their Senior Pathway 
with a VET option and are encouraged to s
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Course Units 

The following Units of Competency are offered. 
 

Unit Code Title 

Core Units (5 units) 
BSBCRT511 Develop critical thinking in others 
BSBFIN501 Manage budgets and financial plans 
BSBOPS501 Manage business resources 
BSBXCM501 Lead communication in the workplace 
BSBSUS511 
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CHINESE 
 
Chinese provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the Chinese language and the 
communities that use it, while also assisting in the effective negotiation of experiences and meaning across cultures 
and languages. Students will participate in a range of interactions in which they exchange meaning, develop 
intercultural understanding, and become active participants in understanding and constructing written, spoken and 
visual texts.  
 
Students will communicate with people from Chinese-speaking communities to understand the purpose and nature 
of language and to gain understanding of linguistic structures. They will acquire language in social and cultural settings 
and communicate across a range of contexts for a variety of purposes. Students may write responses in full form 
characters and will experience and evaluate a range of different text types; reorganise their thinking to accommodate 
other linguistic and intercultural knowledge and textual conventions; and create texts for a range of contexts, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
This syllabus cannot be studied in conjunction with the Chinese General Senior Syllabus 2019 and/or the 
Chinese Extension General Senior Syllabus 2020. 
 
Objectives 
 

By the conclusion of the course of study, students/candidates will: 
 

¶ comprehend Chinese to understand information, ideas, opinions and experiences. 
¶ identify tone, purpose, context and audience to infer meaning, values and attitudes. 
¶ analyse and evaluate information and ideas to draw conclusions and justify opinions, ideas and perspectives. 
¶ apply knowledge of Chinese language elements, structures and textual conventions to convey meaning 

appropriate to context, purpose, audience and cultural conventions. 
¶ structure, sequence and synthesise information to justify opinions, ideas and perspectives. 
¶ use strategies to maintain communication and exchange meaning in Chinese. 

 
Structure 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

我的世界 

My World 
¶ Family/carers and friends. 
¶ Lifestyle and leisure. 
¶ Education. 

探索世界 

Exploring Our World 
¶ Travel. 
¶ Technology and media. 
¶ The contribution of Chinese 

culture to the world. 

社会现象 

Our Society 
¶ Roles and relationships. 
¶ Socialising and connecting 

with my peers. 
¶ Individuals in society. 

我的未来 

My Future 
¶ Future pathways, plans and 

reflections. 
¶ Responsibilities and moving 

on. 
 

 
Pathways 
 

A course of study in Chinese can establish a basis for further education and employment in many professions and 
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BYOL (BRING YOUR OWN LAPTOP) PROGRAM 
 
All students require a Windows 10 Windows 11 laptop computer.   
 
The College is a Windows environment, devices must be a Windows 10 or Windows 11 device built on hardware 
with minimum specifications. Any other type of device, such as an Apple laptop running Windows via BootCamp, 
parallels of any other type of virtual environment, or a Linux computer running Windows in a virtual environment is 
not suitable. Unsuitable devices or devices running unsuitable operating systems will not be connected to the 
network and cannot be used in class. Please do not purchase anything other than a Windows 10 or Windows 11 
laptop that meets the specifications for use at Saint Stephen’s College. If you need further advice, please email 
Greg Wilkinson, Director of eLearning via elearning@ssc.qld.edu.au.   
 
‘Hand me down’ Computers 
 

Pre-owned computers will experience battery and hardware problems as the computer will be slow and without 
necessary specifications. It is imperative that laptops meet the minimum specifications. A laptop must be able to 
operate for most of the school day without the need for recharging. The minimum working period should be six 
hours. Many laptops have batteries that cannot be removed; however, if the battery has limited life and it can be 
removed, it is worth buying a replacement. If a laptop has a battery that is failing, it may indicate that the laptop is 
reaching replacement age.  
 
Security 
 

Each student is able to store his/her laptop in a locker during breaks. Laptops should not be left unattended. 
 
Software 
 

Most software needed by students is provided by the College. This includes the latest version of Microsoft Office, 
which is the standard software used across all subject areas. Please do not purchase Microsoft Office when 
purchasing a computer
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Anti-Virus, Spyware and Malware 
 

Students must have viable and current anti-virus software operating on their laptops. For uniformity, we recommend 
the default product that is provided with Windows 10 (Defender) rather than any other free or commercial anti-virus 
product. These other products have caused support problems in the past.  
 
Warranty 
 

Please check the conditions of the warranty to ensure the service provided is acceptable. When purchasing a new 
computer, some questions you should be asking yourself and the retailer, include: 
 

¶ Does the computer warranty conversation happen with the store I purchased it from, or do I phone a 
state/national phone number? 

¶ What is the normal turnaround time for repairs? (days, weeks?) 
¶ Is the computer repaired locally or does it have to be sent away? 
¶ If the computer is sent away, who arranges the courier? Do I have to wait at home for the courier to collect 

the device? 
¶ What happens if what was thought to be a warranty repair isnèt? (i.e., It was a software problem, or it 

appears that the device was dropped, which caused the problem.) Is there a cost? 
 
Many laptops come with a standard 12-month warranty; however, an extended warranty is recommended as a 
laptop should last two to three years in a school environment (depending on the physical treatment of the device). It 
is safer to have the warranty cover this full period of use. 
 
Insurance 
 

Accidental Damage Insurance is essential. A large percentage of the hardware problems that we see are due to 
physical damage, which is not covered by warranty. This can be arranged at the time of purchase. 
 
Accessories 
 

Laptop Case/Bag: The hybrid laptop/tablet devices (e.g. Surface Pro) should be encased in custom-made protective 
case in order to minimise the chance of damage. These are available from companies, such as STM, UAG and Targus. 
Each student should have a padded case for his/her laptop. This reduces the risk of damage when travelling around 
the ColleT7u
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Hardware Specifications - What needs to be purchased? 
 

Minimum laptop specifications have been outlined to ensure that each student can use his/her laptop efficiently and 
effectively in order to maximise potential learning. When purchasing a new computer, it is important to get one that 
will meet minimum requirements. Computers that use Atom, Pentium, Celeron, Intel-Core 2 and similar CPUs may 
be inexpensive but are not suitable for the learning environment at the College. 
 
 
CPU (Processor) 
 

 
Intel i5 or i7 recommended, AMD equivalent acceptable 

Screen  Touch screen with battery-powered pen; 11inch minimum with detachable or 360 rotation for 
a flat surface 

Battery Life 6 hours of continuous use is a minimum.  

Memory (RAM) 8GB is the minimum recommended. Of course, more is better. 

Operating System Windows 10 on a Windows 10 device or Windows 11 on a Windows 11 device  
(not Apple, Android or Chromebook) 

USB Ports  
One minimum 
 

 
Hard Drive 
 

mailto:elearning@ssc.qld.edu.au
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